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description of her [52], and she is mentioned by him
several times [53] with a relish that gives her a greater
reality than any ,of the women who are concerned
direftly in the action of the play.
Jaquenetta, the beloved of Don Adriano de Armado,
is a laconic and dull-witted young woman who, para-
doxically, is funniest when she is off the Stage; her first
interchange with the fantastical Spaniard is brief and
diverting [54], but she seems much more amusing
when Adriano's letter to her is read by Boyet [5 5] and
the audience are permitted to contrast what they hear
said of her with what they have seen.
Jaquenetta is hardly a part of firSl-rate importance,
and may have been doubled with that of Mercade, as
both of them could be played by a young man, Audrey,
in As You Uke It, however, is a prominent part, and
considerably more demanding than Jaquenetta, which
might be regarded as a preliminary Study for it. In the
Elizabethan theatre Audrey was probably played rather
more broadly than is usual in modern performances,
and her foulness would leave very little to the imagina-
tion, but the part does not lend itself readily to down-
right clownishness; Audrey has many really good lines
to say and a sensible aftor would not spoil his chance of
making his performance genuinely funny by intro-
ducing more comic business than the part would
conveniently hold. It seems likely that both Jaque-
netta and Audrey were played by half-grown youths,
who had passed the boy aftor Stage, but whose
experience would fit them admirably for the comic
female roles.